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SCHEME FEATURE

1. GENERAL

1.1 Name of scheme

1.2 Website

1.3 Scheme owner details

DESCRIPTION

The scheme is generally referred to as ‘PEFC’, which stands for Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification schemes.

To be more precise, there are different PEFC forest certification schemes with distinctive names, ‘PEFC Nederland Scheme’ (the Dutch
national PEFC forest certification scheme), ‘PEFC Germany Scheme’ (the German national PEFC forest certification scheme). These
schemes have been endorsed by PEFC provided that they meet the requirements of PEFC International scheme (the international
umbrella scheme), 
There is only one PEFC certification scheme for the chain after the forest (Chain of Custody certification), of which PEFC International
is the scheme owner. 

www.pefc.org (in English)
www.pefcnederland.org (in Dutch)
Refer to http://pefc.org/about-pefc/membership/national-members for websites of other national PEFC schemes

PEFC International is an international, non-profit, non-governmental organization, which works as an umbrella organization of national
forest certification schemes it endorses (e.g. PEFC The Netherlands). 

HANDBOOK SUSTAINABIL ITY  CERTIF IC ATION OF SOLID  B IOMASS FOR ENERGY PRODUCTION

Module 370: Factsheet PEFC  (Version – November 2013)

Factsheet PEFC

This factsheet aims to provide accessible and factual information on the PEFC scheme. The information has been validated by PEFC The Netherlands, one of the endorsed national

PEFC schemes. This factsheet presents the actual status of the PEFC scheme in August 2013. For more detailed information on the scheme, the reader may visit the website of the

certification scheme or contact the scheme owner.

Disclaimer: the information contained in this factsheet is for informational purpose only and cannot be used in replacement of the official PEFC standards and procedures.  
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1.4 General objective

1.5 Scheme governance

2. THE STANDARD

2.1 Types of biomass covered

2.2 Geographic coverage

2.3 Chain coverage

2.4 Sustainability criteria covered

‘To promote good practice in the forest and to ensure that timber and non-timber forests products are produced with respect for the
highest ecological, social and ethical standards’

PEFC International is an international membership organization representing a wide range of stakeholder interests. PEFC distinguishes
two categories of members with voting rights:
• National members (‘National Governing Bodies’) are independent, national organizations established to develop and implement a

PEFC system within their country;
• International stakeholder members are international entities including NGOs, companies, and associations committed to supporting

PEFC’s principles.

PEFC has three decision-making bodies:
• The General Assembly is the highest authority of PEFC. It includes both national members and international stakeholder members

with voting rights, and extraordinary members as observer;
• The Board of Directors supports the work of the General Assembly and het organization as a whole. It is accountable to all members.

Board members are elected by the General Assembly. Board members are chosen to ensure a balance between the major
stakeholders supporting PEFC, the geographical distribution of members, annual cutting categories, and gender.

• The Secretary General is responsible for the work of the PEFC Secretariat in Geneva, Switzerland. 

National PEFC schemes have their own governance structure. The governance structure of national schemes will be evaluated in the
endorsement process by PEFC international (the so called: PEFC’s sustainability benchmark, see below)

- Forestry biomass;
- Recycled biomass material (refer to 2.7 for definition)

- Global. 
- National PEFC schemes cover certified forest areas in that particular country, and may include national or international supply chains.

Forested areas, harvesting, transport, processing up to and including use in application.

The PEFC International Standard ‘Sustainable Forest Management – Requirements ‘(PEFC ST 1003:2010) contains the following seven
key criteria:
1. Maintenance and appropriate enhancement of forest resources and their contribution to the global carbon cycle
2. Maintenance of forest ecosystem health and vitality
3. Maintenance and encouragement of productive functions of forests ( wood and non-wood)
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2.5 Chain of custody standard

2.6 National standards & 
interpretations

2.7 Provisions for waste & residues

4. Maintenance, conservation and appropriate enhancement of biological diversity in forest ecosystems
5. Maintenance and appropriate enhancement of protective functions in forest management (notably soil and water)
6. Maintenance of other socio-economic functions and conditions
7. Compliance with legal requirements
Each criterion is further specified via a set of indicators. Annex I of the document contains the interpretation of the requirements for
forest plantations.

Furthermore the national scheme has to be set through a multi-stakeholder process (details on this process can be found in the PEFC
document Standard Setting (PEFC ST 1001:2010)).

Biomass shall be traceable throughout the complete supply chain (from forest up to and including the final application). Operators may
use a mass balance system or segregation system to physically trace material through the chain. Book and claim is not allowed.

All supply chain operators taking legal or physical ownership of biomass need to be PEFC certified.

PEFC International is an umbrella organization, which endorses  national forest certification schemes. National certification schemes
that have developed standards in line with PEFC requirements can apply for PEFC endorsement (at PEFC International). To achieve
endorsement, a scheme needs to meet PEFC’s rigorous ‘Sustainability Benchmarks’, which includes detailed requirements for the
endorsement process.

Currently, there are some 32 endorsed national PEFC schemes, which can be found on the PEFC International website (www.pefc.org).

PEFC supports recycling as it ‘stimulates the careful use of our forest resources’. The PEFC chain of custody standard includes a specific
clause for recycled material: recycled material (other than products delivered with the “PEFC certified” claim) can be sold as PEFC
certified. 

PEFC defines recycled material as forest based material that is:
(a) diverted from the waste stream during a manufacturing process. Excluded is reutilisation of materials such as rework, regrind or
scrap generated in a process and capable of being reclaimed within the same process that generated it. Excluded are by-products such
as sawmilling by-products (sawdust, chips, bark, etc.) or forestry residues (bark, chips from branches, roots, etc.) as they do not
represent “waste stream”.
and
(b)  generated by households or by commercial, industrial and institutional facilities in their role as end-users of the product which can
no longer be used for its intended purpose. This includes returns of material from the distribution chain.

Note 1: The term “capable of being reclaimed within the same process that generated it” means that the material generated in one
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3. CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

3.1 General

3.2 Audit process requirements
(including stakeholder consultation) 

3.3 Certification Body and Auditor
requirements 

process is continuously returned to the same process at the same site. An example is residue generated by a press line in a panel board
production which continuously re-enters the same press line. This is not considered as recycled material.
Note 2: Material classified under the grades of recovered paper according to EN 643 is recognised as meeting the definition of the
recycled material.
Note 3: The definition is based on definitions of ISO 14021:1999.

The certification requirements have been laid down in the document ‘Annex 6 - Certification and Accreditation Procedures
’ and ‘Certification Body Requirements – Chain of Custody (PEFC ST 2003:2012)’.

The main assessment process is an in-depth review of the forest management systems/chain of custody and their results on the
ground. The certification body sends a team of experts to assess social, economic and environmental conditions at the operations being
evaluated. 

At the end of the evaluation, the assessment team reports to the operator any areas where management does not meet the applicable
requirements, known as ‘non-conformities’. If these are minor non-conformities, the certification body can issue a certificate, on
condition that actions will be taken to deal with the non-conformities. If these are major non-conformities, the certification body will
not issue a certificate until the non-conformities have been solved.

‘Certification Body Requirements – Chain of Custody (PEFC ST 2003:2012)’ defines the requirements for certification bodies carrying out
PEFC chain of custody certification. 
‘Group Forest Management Certification (PEFC ST 1002:2010)’ defines the general requirements for forest certification schemes which
include group forest management certification and allow the certification of a number of forest owners/managers under one certificate.

PEFC International has laid down requirements to which all certification bodies approved by national PEFC schemes shall adhere:
• Independence from the standards development process and the entity they are certifying;
• Compliance with ISO/IEC 17021: 2006 and/or ISO Guide 65: 1996. 
• Technical competence in forest management and its economic, social and environmental impacts and/or in forest-based product

procurement and processing, and material flows in different stages of processing and trading;
• Auditors of certification bodies must meet the criteria for quality and environmental management systems auditors as defined in

ISO 19011: 2002;
• Must be accredited by national accreditation bodies.
PEFC requires that national accreditation bodies comply with ISO/IEC 17011: 2004 to ensure that they operate in a consistent,
comparable and reliable manner worldwide. Accreditation bodies need to be member of the International Accreditation Forum (IAF).
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3.4 Minimum level of assurance

3.5 Costs of certification

4. OTHER ASPECTS

4.1 Track record

4.2 Stakeholder perception

4.3 Availability of help desk, tools &
guidance

4.4 Recognition of other schemes

5. REFERENCES USED FOR THIS
FACTSHEET 

Minor and major non-conformities are defined in Section 3.3 and 3.4 (and its consequences in Section 12.1)) of ‘Certification Body
Requirements – Chain of Custody (PEFC ST 2003:2012)’. 

National Governmental Bodies (NGB’s) of PEFC (e.g. PEFC Netherlands, PEFC Germany, etc) have their own contribution fees for
certified companies and forest owners. The fee is always independent from the amount of PEFC certified material that is bought or
sold.
Other costs of certification are determined by the certification bodies themselves, thus PEFC or the NGB’s have no influence on those
costs.

Globally, a total forest area of 244 million ha has been certified (> 750,000 forest owners), and over 15,000 companies have been
chain of custody certified.

PEFC is generally considered to be one of thé two leading credible schemes in sustainable forest management (together with FSC). 

- The PEFC international website contains a comprehensive  ‘Help & Support’ section. This section guides the user to contact either
PEFC International, or a national PEFC scheme.

- There is no separate (international) help desk 

PEFC International has currently endorsed 32 national forestry certification schemes. Other biomass certification schemes have not
been recognised by PEFC.

- www.pefc.org and scheme documentation on that website
- www.pefcnederland.org for information on PEFC The Netherlands
- NL Agency (2011). How to select a biomass certification scheme? Utrecht (the Netherlands), May 2011.
- Personal communication with Mr. H. van Veen (PEFC The Netherlands).


